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The sons were worthy of such a mother. John, now
the lord of Dillenburg, though three years younger
than his brother the Prince, was a fine type of the
Lutheran magnate. He resembled his mother in devotion
to his family, in sterling good sense, in active self-
sacrifice, and in genuine piety. His letters are more
full than any others of the brethren of evangelical
religion, of practical judgment, and considerate benevo-
lence. He deeply burdened his family estate, and ruined
himself in a cause which was not his own, nor that of
his own fatherland. He flung himself with ardour into
the Prince's undertakings, though he was constantly
seeking to restrain the more dangerous adventures, and
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to counsel prudence. His letters are almost as biblical
as those of his mother, and have more worldly wisdom
than those of his brother Louis. Whilst William, Louis,
Adolph, and Henry are fighting the Spaniard and rousing
the people, John was making himself the father of the
whole clan, and his castle was their refuge in need. He
busies himself with the education of his younger brothers
and sisters; and after the disgrace of Anne he carefully
and tenderly brought up the children of the Prince. Ho
was invaluable as an envoy and mediator, and laboured
with energy and skill to gather the German magnates to
the aid of his brother and the cause. He is continually
addressing the chiefs around him by missive or in person,
and was also employed in negotiating with Prance. In
all this, especially after the death of Louis, John " was
the Prince's right arm."

The two elder brothers passed their stormy lives in
mutual affection and perfect trust. John regards William
as his royal chief; William treats John as his ever-trusty